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The Subway Episode
This incident took place in 2007 when I was visiting with relatives in Maryland. Back then, I often took
the Metro Subway to commute between Rogers Avenue and Johns Hopkins Hospital. One fine day,
as was my ritual, I reached Rogers Avenue at around 10 am. I was approached by a nattily dressed
middle-aged man who looked distressed.

He told me that his wallet was stolen and it contained all his money and credit cards. He needed ten
dollars to get back home. I sympathized with him because I have been in similar situations before – I
knew what it felt to be without money and stranded away from home. I took out a crisp note and
handed it over to him, believing that I was doing a noble gesture.

I felt mighty pleased with myself and shared this incident with my cousins when I reached home later
that evening. The next day, I walked to the Subway – the same old Susan but with a bigger heart.

As I glanced around, I saw the distressed gentleman from the previous day having a cup of coffee. He
was unaware of my presence and as I walked towards him, he moved away and approached a female
traveler. I was in hearing distance and heard him recount the same sob story. I was shell-shocked
and stood still in my place as the girl handed him a ten dollar note. I regained my senses and called
out to him but he quickly disappeared into the crowd.

I was angry with myself for getting fooled so easily. But then I learnt a valuable lesson and have been
extremely cautious with strangers ever since.
In Maryland

2

Why is the website called bytestories.com?
This is a place for "byte-sized" stories and there is a 1500 character (about 250 words) limit for two
main reasons. Firstly, we want you to know that "War and Peace" isn't required to leave your mark.
Secondly, it takes about 2 minutes to read each story meaning you can head here whenever you want
a quick (and entertaining) read.

If you would like to share a story or create your own eBook, simply head to bytestories.com, Register
an account and click on the "Share a Story" button.
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