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Possessions
 

I’ve developed travel morbidity. I’ve been backpacking for five and a half months, and only four days

left. I’m packing my bag for the third-last time, then the second-last. Nearly done. 

 

I have a blue shampoo, and a green shampoo, allowing me to choose between volume and shine

depending on my plan for the day. Today I choose blue. 

 

On my way out of the shower, he starts whispering to me. “Leave me. You’re only going to have a

couple more showers, knowing you. You’ve got green. He’s still half-full. He can give you shine. I can

only volumise, and you with your hair so thick and curly. It’s too humid for that palaver. I’ll only slow

you down.” 

 

So I leave him to some dirty hippy, hoping that the gift of shampoo will encourage him to experiment

as freely with hygiene as he does with tedious banter. 

 

As I round the corner my shampoo calls to me. “Tell your deodorant I love her!” He doesn’t know what

I know – the deodorant is almost empty. She has days left at most, and we both know, without

discussing it, that she will not make it back. She will lie forever in an unmarked grave, somewhere in

Singapore. 

 

Through all this, the collapsible neon travel spork sits silently. I never had call to take him out of the

‘stuff’ bag. Now he will never ride an elephant, and he is sad. But at least he’s going home.

 

In Singapore
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Why is the website called bytestories.com?

 

This is a place for "byte-sized" stories and there is a 1500 character (about 250 words) limit for two

main reasons. Firstly, we want you to know that "War and Peace" isn't required to leave your mark.

Secondly, it takes about 2 minutes to read each story meaning you can head here whenever you want

a quick (and entertaining) read.  

 

If you would like to share a story or create your own eBook, simply head to bytestories.com, Register

an account and click on the "Share a Story" button.
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