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Some gift's keep on giving!

After a period of time with someone you can expect a certain amount of gift getting. And in my current
relationship things are no different, | love animals and | always have, and so does my partner. So, to
cheer me up after a tough month she decided to get me a gift. So she bought me a pet. | like to think
that you can tell how long someone expects to stay with by what pet they buy you. Receive a dog and
that's an investment of 10-14 years. So imagine my surprise when | got a rat. With an average life

span of 2 years.

Having never previously expressed an interest in owning a rat | was then expected to take care of
one. Apparently they don't survive very long along alone. So | bought Val a friend. I've never been
responsible for an animal before. It was a steep learning curve when the second rat | bought, River,
began to gain weight against reason. | am not ashamed to say | panicked as | watched it grow fatter
and fatter. | changed it's diet. | exercised it more often and | even took time off to observe it and make
sure it wasn't stealing food somehow. And | just watched her get fatter and fatter and fatter until |
woke up one day and she wasn't fat anymore.l realised | didn't own 2 rats. | owned 12 rats. And
what's even worse is how people react when you say you have pet rats. 'Oh! If you die in that room
they'll eat you!" So when | look into their little eyes that's all | think. But they're more likely thinking 'Oh!

If we die in this cage, the giant is going to eat us!'

In Dublin, Ireland
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Jake Bourke is a stand up comedian, writer, artist and producer from Limerick, Ireland. Based in

Dublin Jake is a regular at all of Ireland’s comedy clubs.

Why is the website called bytestories.com?

This is a place for "byte-sized" stories and there is a 1500 character (about 250 words) limit for two
main reasons. Firstly, we want you to know that "War and Peace" isn't required to leave your mark.
Secondly, it takes about 2 minutes to read each story meaning you can head here whenever you want

a quick (and entertaining) read.

If you would like to share a story or create your own eBook, simply head to bytestories.com, Register

an account and click on the "Share a Story" button.
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